Consplracy Case a puzzling scenario
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If you enjoy puzzles
and are looking for an
interesting way to while
away an hour or two
drop by the upper Sta-
tion House Gallery.

You will walk into an
old-time detective agen-
cy with a few modemn-
day conveniences such
as surveillance videos.

I'he setting is as au-
thentic as Montreal art-
ist Edwin Janzen could
make it, right down to
the agency certificate
hanging on the wall, de-
tective's desk, chairs, old
filing cabinets, old TV
monitors with surveil-
lance videos running,
and bulletin boards.

There is also an in-out
box and typewriter in
“¢ comer where visi-

~ can sit down and

“eir own situational
S.
first, carefully
he information
» crime wall.
les his in-
Conspiracy
Case: A jantasy of 1otal
surveillance — and it
certainly is.

The subjects of Jan-
zen's investigation are
Columbian Ground
Squirrels.

Janzen explained at
his opening last week
that he became interest-
ed in ground squirrels
while helping to set up
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Artist Edwin Janzen and a view of the

underground bunkers.

The captains and lower rungs of the crime

ring with chief of security, explosive expert
and low level dealers, thugs and hangers on.

an international confer-
ence on open  source
computer hardware at
the Banff Centre for the
Arts in 2009.

He says the exhibit 1s
a political satire on law

enforcement in a post
911 environment.
According to his art-
ist's statement the Sper-
mophilus Columbianus
(the Columbian Ground
Squirrel) is predisposed

to conspiracy, their com-
munal living being the
source of this theory.

He spent most of July
researching and setting
up his show.

Janzen says he
couldn't find any Co-
lumbian Ground Squir-
rels near the Station
House Gallery and had
to look further afield, fi-
nally finding a colony to
study behind the Over-
lander/Ramada Inn.

After recording the
squirrels’ activities and
creating his detective's
office at the gallery,
Janzen used his obvi-
ously ample imagina-
tion 1o create a scenario
in which the gquirrels
are part of a nefarious
underworld crime ring
or terrorist oOrganiza-
tion, complete with
suspicious  characters,
bunkers, and weapons
cache.

He pattemed the ex-
hibit after television
shows such as Homi-
cide: Life on the Streer,
The Wire or Hill Street
Blues that were just
coming into the digital
age when created.

Janzen came to do a
show in Williams Lake
because of his real life
connections in the an
world. He studied art at
Concordia  University
where he became friends
with fellow students
Leah Selk, co-ordinator
of the Central Caniboo

Arts and Culture Soci-
ety, and Beth Holden,
exhibition co-ordinator
for the Station House
Gallery.

Janzen holds a Bach-
clor of Fine Arts from
Concordia  University
and a Master of Fine
Arts from Ottawa Uni-
versity: He is an inter-
disciplinary artist who
works in screen printing,
video arts, photography
and also does some free-
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lance commercial writ-
ing to help pay the bills.

Janzen is looking for-
ward to expanding his
squirrely concept in new
shows in other commu-
nities across Canada
where the Columbian
Ground Squirrels roam.

He says there is al-
ways the potential to
map out connections
between groups of
squirrels in other com-
munitics, expand squir-

rel surveillance under-
ground with the help
of conservation officers
and possibly introduce
an interactive on-line
component, all of which
would link back to the
start of his research in
Williams Lake.

The show runs in the
upper gallery until Sept.
1. Janzen notes that no
squirrels were harmed
in the making of this
show,
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